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Developing a Critical Understanding of Global Challenges 

TheUniversityequipsstudentswith a globalperspectiveon sustainabledevelopmentthroughdedicatedcourses
such as ΨEconomic Growth and Sustainable Livelihood in ChinaΩ. This undergraduate module offers a
comprehensiveanalysisof theƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎdevelopment,examiningits rapid economicgrowth alongsideassociated
social challengesand environmental impacts. Furthermore, it provides critical insights into the complex
relationship between poverty and historical and contemporary development processes,placing /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ
experiencewithin a globalcontext.

The Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) recognisesthat
educationis the cornerstoneof socialmobility and one of the most
potent tools for eradicatingpoverty in all its forms. Our commitment
to reducing poverty is embedded in a multi-pronged strategy that
addressesboth the immediate needs of students facing financial
hardship and the long-term, systemic causesof intergenerational
povertywithin our community.

Research Spotlight: 
Leveraging Big Data to Enhance Anti-Poverty Governance 

Researchundertakenat the Universityhasexaminedhow big data technologiescan be deployedto overcome
endemic challengesin poverty alleviation programmes, such as corruption and information asymmetry. The
ǎǘǳŘȅΩǎfindingshighlightthe critical role of anΨƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΩτa shareddata resourceaccessibleto all
policy stakeholdersτasa key mechanismfor improvingoutcomes. Thisinnovativeapproachcreatesa platform
that translatesraw datainto policy-relevantinformationand,ultimately, into actionableknowledge. Theresearch
demonstratedthat this processsignificantlyenhancesbureaucraticcompetenceby improving the accuracyof
policy implementation and the efficiency of coordination between different agencies. Furthermore, it
strengthensaccountabilityby makingit easierto investigateandpreventcorruption. Theconclusionsweredrawn
from extensivefield interviewsin a Chineseprovincethat haspioneeredthe country'sfirst big data platform for
monitoring anti-poverty policies,illustrating the profound importanceof the data-information-knowledgechain
in advancingeffectivegovernancefor povertyreduction.
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Source: Zhu,J.,Xiao,H., &Wu,B.(2024).From big data to higher bureaucratic capacity: Poverty alleviation in 
China.Public Administration, 102(1),61ς78.



Promoting a Culture of Reuse and Resource Sharing 

In partnership with local non-governmental
organisations, the University hosts a regular
programme of on-campusevents that encouragea
circular economy. These initiatives provide
opportunities for students, staff, and the wider
campus community to donate and exchangepre-
loveditems,suchasbooksandclothing. Thisfostersa
strong sense of community and promotes
sustainability by encouraging reuse, while also
improvingaccessto resourcesfor thosein need.

Enhancing Social Mobility through Language Education 

The HongKongSpecialAdministrativeRegionof the tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎRepublicof China(HKSAR)is home to a rapidly
growinganddiversepopulation,with manyresidentsfrom variousculturalbackgroundsnow into their secondor
third generation. As this population expands,their empowermentand integration havebecomea key societal
priority, particularlyas the averageannualgrowth rate of poverty for ethnic minorities has been significantly
higherthan for the whole population. Formany,Chineselanguageproficiencypresentsa major barrier to social
inclusion,as well as to academicand careerprogression,highlightingthe critical need for effective language
supportfrom anearlyage.

In response,the University,through its Centrefor Childand FamilyScience,is playinga leadingrole in this area.
TheΨC-for-Chinese@JCΩproject, led by ProfessorKevinKienHoaChungandfundedby the HongKongJockeyClub
CharitiesTrust, is a collaborativeinitiative designedto foster a culturally responsiveand inclusiveeducational
environment for kindergarten pupils. The project works with partner universities and non-governmental
organisationsto implementits uniqueΨƘƻƳŜ-school-ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩmodel.

Thismodel aims to enhancethe Chineselanguageproficiencyof non-Chinesespeaking(NCS)studentswhile
simultaneouslyimproving the social competenceof their Chinesepeers. Building on its initial success,the
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎsecondphasebeganin 2022, introducinga set of Ψ/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅResponsiveEducation.ŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪǎΩ. This
practical framework seeksto improve languageand social-emotional skills for all children, smoothing their
transition to primary education. By 2026, the project aims to have supported 42,000 kindergartenstudents,
makinga significantandlastingcontributionto socialintegration.
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Pioneering AI-Powered Tutoring Support 

To bridge educationalattainment gaps,the University
has developed an innovative AI-driven tutoring
applicationspecificallydesignedto support pupils from
low-income families. This initiative, developed in
collaboration with partners and launched in 2024,
provides personalisedlearning assistance,interactive
exercises,and tailored feedback. Thesystem,known as
AceiTeach, features a question bank of over 10,000
itemsandusesAI to generatenewquestionsbasedon a
student'sperformance,allowing them to learn at their
own pace and build academic confidence. This
applicationaimsto providesustainableandhigh-quality
educational resources, making a significant social
impact by addressing the specific needs of
underprivilegedstudentsin HongKong,China.

Ensuring Equal Access through Comprehensive Financial Support

Our foremost commitment is to ensurethat financialhardshipis never a barrier to accessingor succeedingin
higher education. We provide a comprehensivesuite of financialaid, activelyassistingstudentsin applyingfor
governmentfundingandofferinga wide rangeof University-administeredbursariesandloansasfollows:

ÅGovernmentGrantsand Loans: Theuniversityactivelyassistsstudentsin applyingfor governmentschemes
suchasthe TertiaryStudentFinanceSchemeςPublicly-fundedProgrammes.

ÅUniversityBursariesandLoans: A wide rangeof bursariesandloansareadministereddirectlyby the University
to assist students facing financial challenges. This support is tailored to specific needs, with dedicated
bursariesavailablefor generallivingcosts,hall residence,languageimmersionprogrammes, and for students
with specialeducationalneeds.

ÅEmergencyFinancialAssistance: For students who encounter suddenand unforeseenfinancial difficulties,
emergencygrantsand loansare availablefor applicationthroughout the academicyear, providinga crucial
safetynet.

ÅSpecialSupportBursary: A dedicatedbursaryisalsoin placeto providetargetedsupport
for studentsexperiencingexceptionalpersonalor family-relatedhardship.
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Ensuring Access to Digital Learning Tools 

Tofosteran inclusivelearningenvironment,the Universityis committedto eliminatingtechnologicalbarriersthat
mayhinder academicprogress. Throughour Centrefor Learning,Teachingand Technologyand the Officeof the
Chief Information Officer, the University offers a free and accessibleloan service for essential digital
devices. Thisserviceprovidesstudentswith equipmentsuchas laptopsand tablets,ensuringthat all learners,
regardlessof their economic background,can fully participate in online and technology-enhancedlearning
activities. Byprovidingthe necessaryhardware,this initiative directlysupportsstudentsandpromotesthe digital
literacythat is vital for moderneducation.
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The Education University of Hong Kong is deeply committed to
addressingthe complex challengesof food security, nutrition, and
sustainablefood production. Througha multi-pronged strategy that
integrates education, innovative research,and hands-on community
engagement,the University is contributing to the development of
resilient and equitable food systems in the Hong Kong Special
AdministrativeRegionof the tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎRepublicof China(HKSAR)and
beyond.

The Department of Social Sciencesand Policy Studies advancesthe University's sustainability mission by
examiningthe critical intersectionsof society,policy,and the environment. Theintroductory courseon Cultural
and HumanGeographyinvestigatesthe processesand spatial patterns that underlie resourceutilisation and
cultural diversity in a globalisingworld. It placesparticularemphasison how socio-economicactivities,suchas
agricultureand food systems,impact the environment. Thecourseexplorespathwaysto improvefood security,
promote sustainablefarmingpractices,andensureresponsibleresourcemanagement,aligningdirectly with the
UnitedNations'SustainableDevelopmentGoals.

The Department'scommitment is further demonstratedthrough its active researchagenda. Facultymembers
and post-doctoral fellows are engagedin studiesthat addresscritical sustainabilitychallenges. Recentresearch
includesa quantitativeanalysisof governmentagriculturalspendingand its direct impact on food securityand
productivity in developingnations. Anothersignificantstudyinvestigatedmicroplasticcontaminationin packaged
beveragesin HongKong,China,raisingpublic awarenessand informing policy discussionson food safety and
packaging standards. This research enriches the curriculum and ensures students are engaged with
contemporary, real-world sustainability issues, empowering them with the critical awarenessneeded to
contributeto a moresustainablefuture.

Understanding the Human Dimensions 
of Sustainability 
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Experiencing Ecological Sustainability in a Metropolitan City 

The on-campusEco-Garden,establishedin 2016,
serves as a cornerstone of the University's
commitment to sustainabilityeducation,providing
a practical platform to demonstrate essential
concepts of ecological sustainability. This Eco-
Garden, which includes organic farmland,
ecological ponds, a constructed wetland, and
aquaponics systems, offers students vital
experiential learning opportunities. The designof
the Eco-Gardenhasbeenrecognisedfor its energy-
savingfeatures,recyclingand re-use of resources,
andbiodiversityconservation.

A key initiative, the "Eco-GardenFarmerand BiodiversitySurveyor" programme, recruitsaround30 studentsand
staff annually for specialisedtraining in organic farming, biodiversity surveying,and environmental research.
Participantsengagein hands-on activities,from cultivatingcropsto conductingecologicaltours for local schools,
allowing them to witness firsthand the interaction between living organismsand their environment. This
immersiveexperiencefostersa profound connectionwith nature and equipsstudentswith practicalskills. Asone
student reflected, the programme boosted their self-confidence and provided new avenues for personal
development. Anothernoted that it nurtureda senseof belongingto the university.

Building on these experiences,students collaborate to create educational materials that promote a deeper
understandingof sustainableagricultural practices. This work is complementedby the Department's wider
research,suchasa project focusedon recyclingfood and yard waste into high-quality composton LantauIsland
to enhancesoil fertility and support local agriculture. Throughthis embedded,reflectiveapproach,studentsand
researchersalike explore the roles of various stakeholders in fostering ecological sustainability within a
metropolitancontext.
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Pioneering Urban Food Futures: 
Integrating Technology and Care in High-Tech Urban Farming 

In responseto the escalatingchallengesof climate change,urbanisation, and population growth, ensuringa
sustainableand securefood supply for Hong Kong is a critical priority. The University is at the forefront of
addressingthis challengethroughpioneeringresearchin high-techurbanagriculture. Thiswork not onlyexplores
technologicalsolutionsbut alsoemphasisesthe vital role of care in creatingequitableand resilient urban food
systems.

A keyproject, "SituatingCarein SustainableHigh-technologicalUrbanFarming," led by Dr Wang,YingJamieof
the Department of Literature and Cultural Studies,moves beyond a purely agrotechnologicalperspective.
Framedwithin the interdisciplinaryfield of EnvironmentalHumanities,the researchbringssocialand cultural
insightsinto dialoguewith agrotechnologyand environmentalscience. It investigatesemerginghigh-technology
farminglandscapesin HongKong,China,whichoften includehydroponicor aquaponicpractices,the useof LED
lighting,andcontrolled-environmentautomation.

Along with examininghow such technologiesmay offer a potential pathway to climate-resilient local food
sources,this project uniquely focuseson how "care" is practisedand understoodwithin these systems. Using
qualitativemethodssuchassite visitsand interviews,the researchexploreshow a critical "careecology"canbe
developed. Thisinnovativeapproachaimsto ensurethat technologicaladvancementsin urban farming lead to
equitable accessto nutritious food, enhance the resilience of the city's food systems,and support local
communities.

The insights generatedwill provide a critical social and cultural understandingof high-tech urban farming,
strengtheningHongKong'scapacityto expandthesepracticessustainably. Thisresearchdirectly addressesthe
core challengesof making cities sustainable,food security and resourceefficiency,aligningwith the United
Nations'SustainableDevelopmentGoalof SustainableCitiesandCommunities,andendinghungerandensuring
accessto safeandsufficientfood for all.

An AI-generated image using DALL·E 3: futuristic indoor controlled farming
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Low-Carbon Cultural Exploration: The Food Tasting Tour 

In addition to its core operational responsibilities, the
EdUHK Estates Office organises cultural activities that
promote sustainability and community connection. A
popularexampleis the "Low·COіFoodTastingTour," which
offers staff and students an opportunity to explore the
diverse culinary traditions within local neighbourhoods.
Thesetours are designedto be low-carbonby encouraging
walking and the patronage of local, family-run eateries,
thereby reducing the environmental footprint associated
with travelandlarge-scalefood production.

Thetours serveasengagingplatformsfor cultural exchange,
allowing participants to learn about different cuisines,the
historiesbehind them, and the socialpracticestied to food
in Hong Kong,China. By highlighting local establishments,
traditional recipes, and community stories, these events
foster a greater understandingand appreciationof cultural
diversity.

Closing the Loop: Food Waste Reduction and Repurposing 

EdUHKactively promotes sustainable consumption
and production through robust initiatives focusedon
food waste. The University conducts comprehensive
waste audits across its campus facilities, including
pantries and restaurants, to identify the primary
sourcesand quantities of food waste. The insights
gained from these audits are crucial for developing
targeted strategies to reduce waste at its source,
encouragingmore efficient food management,and
minimisingour environmentalimpact.

Complementingthese prevention efforts, the campus
implements systematic food waste collection
programmes. Through these schemes, surplus or
uneatenfood is gatheredand repurposedrather than
being sent to landfill. Theseefforts not only divert
significantamounts of waste but also support wider
community needs by enabling the redistribution of
ediblefood to thosein need. Together,theseinitiatives
foster a campus-wide culture of sustainability and
social responsibility, demonstrating a practical
commitmentto creatinga circulareconomy.
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TheEducationUniversityof HongKongis dedicatedto promoting
good health and well-being through its comprehensiveapproach
to education,research,campuslife, and communityengagement.
Our initiatives are designedto addressthe physical,mental, and
social dimensionsof health, nurturing a resilient and thriving
communityboth within andbeyondthe University.

Recentefforts haveconcentratedon understandingand managingstressarisingfrom traumaticor crisisevents.
Educationalprogrammesnow emphasiserecognisingpost-crisis stressand equipping individualswith coping
strategiesto addressmental health challengeseffectively. Theseinitiatives seek to enhanceresilienceand
supportpsychologicalrecoveryin affectedpopulations.

In addition, there has been increasingfocus on positive psychology,which investigatesthe scientificstudy of
human strengths and well-being. This approach promotes fostering positive emotions, engagement,and
meaningful relationships, thereby contributing to improved mental health and life satisfaction across
communities.

Advancing Mental Health, Positive Psychology, 
and Scientific Innovation 

Regarding educational advancements, the University
recently hosted its inauguralseriesof workshopscentred
on functional near-infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS). This
cutting-edge technology enables researchers and
practitioners to gain deeper insights into brain activity
associated with cognitive and emotional processes,
supporting progress in neuroscienceand mental health
research.

Furthermore,ProfessorSoKwok-fai, a distinguishedfigure
in ophthalmology,wasappointedasa prestigiousHonorary
Professor at EdUHK. His appointment marks a
strengthening of scientific and research collaborations,
with a focuson youth educationandhealth. Aspart of the
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎscientific and research initiatives aimed at
younglearners,this partnershipaspiresto advancehealth
sciencesandinspirefuture generations.
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Recentstudiesemphasisethe multifacetednature of health and well-beingin the context of globalchallenges.
Dr. Kwok Kuen¢ǎŀƴƎΩǎstudies explore the emotional labour undertaken by teachersduring the COVID-19
pandemic,highlightinghow the emotionaldemandsplacedon educatorscanleadto stressandburnout, thereby
impactingmental health. SupportingǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩpsychologicalwell-beingis vital for fosteringhealthyeducational
environmentsand,byextension,communityhealth.

Concurrently,environmentalresearchby Prof Ming HungWongunderscoresthe serioushealth risksposedby
heavymetal contaminationin soilssurroundingcoalpower plants. Suchpollution not only damagesecosystems
but also posessignificanthealth threats to local populations,includingneurologicaland respiratorydiseases.
Addressingtheseenvironmentalhazardsisessentialfor safeguardingpublichealth.

Furthermore,Dr. Huinan[ƛǳΩǎresearchprovidesevidencethat disruptionsto daily routinesduringthe pandemic
are strongly linked to increasedpsychiatric symptoms across diverse populations worldwide. Maintaining
routinesandsocialconnectionscanhelp mitigate thesementalhealthchallenges,highlightingthe importanceof
accessiblemental health support during crises. Complementingthese findings,the EdUHKresearchteam has
initiated programmes in Sri Lanka to promote awareness about indoor air quality. Improving indoor
environmentsthrough education can prevent respiratory illnessesand enhanceoverall health, especiallyin
regionsrelianton pollutingfuels.

Pioneering Research in Health and Well-being 

The Integrated Centrefor Wellbeing (I-WELL)at EdUHK
functionsasa comprehensiveresourcehub dedicatedto
promotingholistichealth amongstudents,staff, and the
wider community. It offers a wide rangeof programmes,
workshops,and support servicesaimed at enhancing
physicalhealth, mental resilience,and emotional well-
being. I-WELLcollaborateswith variousdepartmentsand
external partners to develop innovative initiatives that
address diverse health needs, including stress
management, healthy lifestyles, and mental health
awareness. By fostering an environment that prioritizes
well-being, I-WELLplays a pivotal role in embedding
health promotion into the ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎculture, ensuring
healthylivesandpromotingwell-beingfor all.

The Integrated Centre for Wellbeing (I-WELL)
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Source:
1 Tsang, K. K., & Wu, H. (2022). Emotional labouras alienated labourversus self-actualized labourin teaching: 
Implications of the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic for the debate. Educational Philosophy and Theory, 
57(4), 297ς301. 
2 Kravchenko, E., Minkina, T., Mandzhieva, S., Bauer, T., Lacynnik, E., Wong, M. H., & Nazarenko, O. (2025). 
Ecological and health risk assessments of heavy metal contamination in soils surrounding a coal power plant.
Journal of Hazardous Materials, 484, Article 136751.
3 Liu, H., Tao, T.J., Chan, S.K.Y.et al.Daily routine disruptions and psychiatric symptoms amid COVID-19: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis of data from 0.9 million individuals in 32 countries.BMC Med22, 49 (2024). 



The inauguralΨ/ŀǊƛƴƎfor [ƛŦŜΩDay, held as part of
9Ř¦IYΩǎ30th Anniversary, brought together
management,faculty,staff, andcommunitypartnersfor
a dayof celebration,collaboration,and appreciationon
2 February2024. Theevent highlightedthe importance
of valueseducation,a supportiveworkingenvironment,
and the ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎcommitment to a pet-friendly
campus. Activitiesrangedfrom traditional ChineseNew
Year workshops and calligraphy demonstrations to
sportingactivitiesanda pet fun fair, engagingall staff in
festivities that underscored the ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎpeople-
orientedethosandfocuson holistichealth.

Fostering Wellbeing, Inclusivity, and Gratitude 

Buildingon this momentum,EdUHKhostedthe secondΨ/ŀǊƛƴƎfor Life and²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎΩCarnivalon 18 February
2025, further reinforcing the importance of mental and physicalwellbeing, balancedlifestyles,and positive
energy. TheCarnivalfeaturedperformances,workshops,sportingsessionswith elite alumni,anddedicatedzones
for pet companionship,strengtheninga cultureof care,inclusivity,andjoy on campus.

Further, the WellnessExpoheld at the Tai Po
campus introduced staff and faculty to
occupationalwellness,preventive health, and
digital fitness tools. The ΨDƻFurther Go
¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΩPilot Programme, launched at the
Expo,underlines9Ř¦IYΩǎdeep investment in
continuous improvement of
workplace wellbeing through regular events
and wellness initiatives for staff and faculty
alike.
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The University provides extensive
support for student well-being
through the Student Affairs Office,
which offers free and confidential
psychologicalcounsellingservicesto
help students navigate personal,
academic,and emotional challenges.
A wide array of mental wellness
programmes, including the
Psychological Wellness Festival,
Mental Health First Aid training, and
peer caringworkshops,are organised
throughout the year to equip
students with practical strategiesfor
maintaining their mental health and
supportingtheir peers.

Promoting a Supportive and Healthy Campus Environment

The Tutoring and CounsellingProgrammeis a dedicatedinitiative aimed at supportingstudentsexperiencing
mental health challenges. The programme offers personalisedacademic tutoring alongside professional
counsellingservices,ensuringstudents receivecomprehensivesupport tailored to their individual needs. By
fostering a caring and understandingenvironment, the initiative seeksto enhanceǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩemotional well-
being,resilience,and overallacademicperformance. It alsoaimsto raiseawarenessabout mental health issues
within the universitycommunity,reducestigma,and promote early intervention. Throughtheseefforts, EdUHK
demonstratesa strongcommitment to safeguardingǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩmental health and creatinga supportivecampus
atmosphereconduciveto both personalandacademicgrowth.

ThePositiveEducationFestival2025, themedΨEmbraceGratitude, EmbraceLifeΩΣwasanother major initiative
supportingsustainabilitythrough positivepsychologyand valueseducation. Over470primarystudentsand 400
university participants engaged in immersive workshops, seminars, and activities focused on gratitude,
positive emotions,values,and characterstrengths. Theseinitiatives, co-organisedby studentsand educators,
havehelpedembedgratitudeandwellbeinginto the dailylivesof9Ř¦IYΩǎcommunityandthe broaderpublic.
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TheEdUHKSDGLivingLaboratory@Tai-
po ς Community Well-being project
integrates interdisciplinary academic
research, knowledge transfer, and
community collaboration to provide
comprehensivehealth support for older
adults. This initiative highlights9Ř¦IYΩǎ
commitment to sustainable
development, focusing on promoting
health and well-beingamongthe elderly
population in the Tai Po community
where the universityis located. Overthe
past year, it has delivered various
physicalactivity workshopsattended by
nearly 300 elders, conducted free
cognitive screenings using the Hong
Kong,Chinaversionof the Montreal

SDG Living Laboratory @ Tai-po ςCommunity Well-being 

Cognitive Assessment (HK-MoCA) for nearly 1,000 seniors, and organised the One-Day Student
ExperientialProgrammeto reconnectelderswith campuslife.

TheǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎsuccessrelies on extensivepartnershipswith 12 district councillors, nine care teams, and five
community organisations, reflecting a collaborative effort to foster a friendly and healthy community
environment. Throughsustainedengagement,EdUHKaims to promote well-being, support active ageing,and
contributeto the sustainabledevelopmentgoalswithin the TaiPocommunityandbeyond.
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The University continues to advance its commitment to
physicaland psychologicalwell-being among older adults
through its strongfocuson light volleyball(LVB). Supported
by the ResearchImpactFund,a recent researchproject has
demonstrated that LVBsignificantlyenhanceslower-body
strength, agility, and dynamic balance. This evidence
underpins the growing popularity of LVBas an effective
exercisemodalityfor healthyageing.

To date, the project has successfullytrained over 300 LVB
instructors, organised numerous classes, and hosted
competitions acrossChineseMainland and Hong Kong. A
highlight of these efforts was the first International Light
VolleyballCompetitionfor Older Adults,held on 18 and 19
July2025 at 9Ř¦IYΩǎTai Po Campus. Theevent welcomed
12 teamsandmore than 120participants,agedbetween55
and 72, representing Australia, Japan,Malaysia, Chinese
Mainland, Hong Kong,and other regions,showcasingthe
ǎǇƻǊǘΩǎwide-reachingappealandinternationalimpact.

Promoting Healthy Ageing and Well-being 
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TheUniversitycontinuesto championsustainableeducationby integratingphysicalwellbeing,sportingculture,
andcommunityengagementinto its coreprogrammesandoutreachinitiatives. In July2025, EdUHKinaugurated
the ΨEdUHKPing Pong @ SchoolEducationProgrammeΩ, led by Olympicmedallist Miss Lee Ho-ching. This
initiative aimsto benefit 1,000 localprimary studentsby offering accessible,interactivetable tenniseducation.
Throughpartnershipswith professionalathletes, the Hong KongTableTennisAssociation,and the Education
Bureau, the programme promotes not only physicalactivity but also fosters unity, perseverance,and self-
confidenceamongyounglearners.

Alongsidethis, EdUHKrecently conferred an HonoraryProfessorshipupon Dr ShenJinkang, the former head
coachof the HongKongCyclingTeam,acknowledginghissignificantcontributionsto the developmentof sports,
particularly cycling. This recognition coincidedwith a new Memorandumof Understandingwith the Cycling
Associationof HongKong(CAHK),under which EdUHKwill enhancecyclingeducation,introduce a Ψ¢Ǌŀƛƴthe
¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊΩprogramme, andexpandinternshipopportunitiesfor sportssciencestudents. Thesecollaborativeefforts
aim to cultivate safe cyclinghabits, popularisethe sport, and provide students with practical and research-
focusedlearningexperiences.

Advancing Physical Education and Sporting Culture 
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AsHongKong'sleadinginstitution for teachereducation,the Education
Universityof HongKonghas been recognisedfor its commitment to
professionalismin educationand educationalresearch. Our missionis
to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all. This is achieved through a
steadfastcommitment to nurturing outstandingand caringeducators,
advancingpedagogicalinnovation through research,and fostering an
educationalenvironment that is accessible,technologicallyadvanced,
andresponsiveto the needsof a changingworld.

TheUniversitydemonstratesa profound commitment to sustainability,deeplyembeddingits principlesinto the
core of its academicofferings. This is prominently showcasedthrough specialisedprogrammesand courses
designedto equipfuture educatorsandprofessionalswith the knowledgeandskillsto addressglobalchallenges.

A cornerstoneof this commitment is the Minor in InclusiveEducation,which directly addressesthe diverse
learningneedsof studentswith specialeducationalneeds(SEN). Thisprogrammeis designedto translate the
ethos of inclusive education into practical classroom strategies, whole-school programmes, and policy
implementation. Thecurriculumprovidesa pathwayfor graduatesto pursuecareersin both generalandspecial
educationsettingsandmeetsa growingcommunitydemandfor professionalstrainedin specialeducation.

Fostering a Sustainable Future Through Inclusive 
and Targeted Education 

Further reinforcing its dedication to global sustainability,
EdUHK offers a comprehensiveundergraduate course
titled "The Sustainable Development Goals and
Education". Thiscourseprovidesa critical examinationof
the 17 SDGs,with a particular focus on SDG4, which
advocatesfor inclusiveandequitablequality educationfor
all. It explores the pivotal role of education in tackling
pressingglobal issuessuchas poverty, inequality, climate
change, and environmental degradation. The course
movesbeyond a narrow focus on economicprogressto
embrace a more humanistic and holistic vision of
development. Students are encouraged to consider
education'simpact on personaldevelopment,socialand
cultural advancement, national progress, and global
cooperation,includingfosteringintercultural toleranceand
planetarystewardship.
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Through targeted undergraduate courses, the
University is embedding critical competencies in
technological innovation and responsible digital
citizenship. This strategic focus ensures that
graduatesare equippednot only with technicalskills
but alsowith the ethicalframeworkto applythem for
the bettermentof society.

A key component of this strategy is the "Designing
STEM Activities with Integrated Sciences and
Technology" course, which empowers students to
becomeinnovatorsandproblem-solvers.

Integrating Technology and Digital Citizenship 
for a Sustainable Future 

The courseprovidesextensivehands-on opportunities with modern technologiessuchas coding,3D printing,
and data visualisation, encouragingstudents to devisesolutionsfor real-world challenges. By fostering these
practicalskills, the coursepreparesstudentsto contribute to industriesof the future. Thisapproachto STEM
educationis crucialfor developingthe creativeandanalyticalcapacitiesneededto tacklepressingglobalissues.

Complementingthis focuson technologicalcreationis the "Digital Literacyfor FutureCitizenship" course,which
addressesthe humanand societaldimensionsof our digital world. Thisprogrammedevelopsstudents'abilities
to find, evaluate,create,and communicateinformation responsiblyusingdigital technologies. It movesbeyond
technicalproficiencyto critically examineissuessuch as digital rights, online security,and the ethical use of
information, which is vital for preventing misinformation and cyberbullying. By integrating advanced
technologicaltrainingwith a deep-seatedunderstandingof ethicaldigital citizenship,the Universityis cultivating
well-rounded leaders. Thesegraduatesare prepared to drive innovation and promote a safe, equitable, and
sustainabledigitalenvironmentfor all.
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Enhancing Educational Quality Through Research in 
Teacher Development and Cultural Identity 

The University demonstratesits steadfast commitment not only through its teaching programmesbut also
through impactful, globally-recognisedresearchthat seeksto enhancethe quality and equity of education. By
investigatingcritical areassuchasteacherpreparednessand the role of arts in cultural identity, the University's
scholarsaregeneratingvital knowledgeto inform policyandpractice. Thisresearchunderscoresthe foundational
elementsof quality education: well-preparededucatorsand learningexperiencesthat are holisticand culturally
responsive.

A significantcontribution from EdUHKresearchersaddressesa worldwidechallengein earlychildhoodeducation
(ECE): the inadequatepreparationof teachersin musiceducation. A positionpaperco-authoredby scholarsfrom
EdUHK'sDepartmentof EarlyChildhoodEducationhighlightsthat most countries fail to sufficiently train ECE
teachers to meet the music-related expectationsof modern curricula, which can negatively affect young
children'sdevelopment. Theresearchsummarisesteachers'learningneedsandproposesa seriesof sustainable,
low-cost,andscalablestrategiesto strengthenteachereducationin this keyarea.

Furtheringthe University'scontribution to a holisticand inclusiveeducation,another study involvingan EdUHK
researcherexploreshow participation in a traditional Chineseorchestra can shape the cultural identity of
primaryschoolstudents. Thisline of inquiry is crucialasit delvesinto how artseducationcanfosterpersonaland
emotionaldevelopment,creativity,anda deeperconnectionto culturalheritage. Understandingthesedynamics
is essentialfor creatinglearningenvironmentsthat are not only academicallyrigorousbut also enrichingand
affirming of students' identities. The researchalso highlights the importance of student-centred, adaptive
pedagogicalmethodsthat enhanceengagementandcreativity.
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Source:Guan, T., Liu, J., & Luo, N. (2025). Exploring the changes in cultural identity of primary school students in 
a Chinese orchestra. International Journal of Music Education, 43(1), 22ς38



TheUniversityis at the vanguardof educationalinnovation,conductingpioneeringresearchinto the integration
of Artificial Intelligence(AI) to enhanceteachingquality and professionaldevelopment. A systematicreview led
by the University'sscholarsprovidescritical insights into how AI technologiesare reshapingthe educational
landscape. Thisresearchis fundamentalto ensuringthat aseducationaltools evolve,the teacherswho usethem
are adequatelyprepared,supported,and empoweredto deliver high-quality, equitable,and effective learning
experiences.

The comprehensivereview synthesisesglobal research on AI's role in both classroomteaching and the
continuousprofessionalgrowth of educators. It identifiesa significantgap in the existingliterature, noting that
while 65%of studiesfocuson the applicationof AI for student learningτsuchasthrough AI-driven assessment
systemsand immersivetechnologiesτonly 35% exploreAI's potential to support teachers'own development.
This finding highlights a critical need, which EdUHKis actively addressing,to focus on the professional
developmentrequirementsof educatorsas they integrate these complextechnologiesinto their practice. By
examiningthe benefits and challengesof AI, the review offers a crucial roadmapfor the effective and ethical
implementationof AI tools,ensuringthey supportpersonalisedlearningandimproveinstructionalstrategies.

Thestudy emphasisesthat for AI to be a true catalystfor educationalinnovation, its implementationmust be
balanced,consideringnot just the impact on student learningbut alsothe essentialneed to support and train
teachers. Throughthis forward-thinking research,EdUHKis helping to build a future where technologyand
pedagogyareseamlesslyintegratedto createinclusiveandhigh-qualitylearningenvironmentsfor all.
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Pioneering Teacher Development 
in the Age of Artificial Intelligence 

Elements and factors influencing teacher professional development in AI technology.

Source:Xiao Tan, Gary Cheng, Man Ho Ling,Artificial intelligence in teaching and teacher 
professional development: A systematic review,Computers and Education: Artificial Intelligence, 
Volume 8,2025,100355,ISSN 2666-920X



Leadership in Regional Educational Innovation 
and Lifelong Learning 

The UNESCOChair at EdUHKplays a vital role in the
UNITWIN/UNESCOChairs Programme, advancing the
United Nations SustainableDevelopment Goals (SDGs)
through global university partnerships. Under the
leadershipof ProfessorJohnLeeChi-Kin, the¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ
president and a highly cited expert in curriculum and
environmental education, EdUHK drives major
educationaland socialprojectsacrossChineseMainland,
Hong Kong, and internationally, reinforcing its
commitment to lifelong learning and regional
development.

9Ř¦IYΩǎstrategic collaborationswith PekingUniversity
(PKU) and the UNESCOInstitute for Information
Technologiesin Education (UNESCOIITE) have been
central to fosteringinnovationin learningandsustainable
educationalpractices. This partnership has pioneered a
series of forums on learning innovations and emerging
technologies,providinga dynamicplatform for educators,
researchers,and policymakersto exchangeknowledge
and explore digital and AI-driven advancestransforming
education.

Theongoingforum series,hostedat EdUHKand beyond,
highlights the ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎrole as a regional leader in
educationalinnovation. It emphasisesthe importanceof
technology integration, regional cooperation, and
capacity building to create resilient, inclusive, and
adaptive education ecosystems. These initiatives
demonstrate9Ř¦IYΩǎdedicationto supportinglearnersof
all agesin navigatingthe challengesand opportunitiesof
the digitalera.
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Driving Educational Innovation 
and Professional Development Through Technology 

The University is at the forefront of
educational innovation, leveraging artificial
intelligence (AI), entrepreneurship, and
researchto transformteachingand
learningwhile promoting socialequity. Central
to this vision is the Artificial Intelligence
ResearchandEducationAlliance(AIREA),which
fosters collaboration among academia,
educators, and industry to create AI-
driven solutions that enrich educational
experiences.

AlongsideAI initiatives,EdUHKhasestablished
the Centrefor Entrepreneurshipand Research
to cultivate innovation and social impact. This
centre supports projects aimed at economic
growth and community development,
demonstrating9Ř¦IYΩǎcommitment to driving
societal progress through research and
enterprise.

To enhance educational leadership, the
universitylaunchedthe PrincipalsandTeachers
SynergisticInnovation Training Centre, which
offers specialised training for Hong YƻƴƎΩǎ
school principals and teachers. This centre
focuseson nurturing innovativeleadershipand
teaching methods aligned with modern
educationaldemands.

Throughthese initiatives, EdUHKcontinuesto
lead in integrating technologyinto education,
fostering innovation, and ensuring inclusive
accessto quality learningopportunities for all
students.
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Strengthening Global Educational Partnerships 

TheUniversityis forgingrobust internationalpartnerships
that enhanceeducationalquality and foster intercultural
understanding. Through strategic collaborations with
institutions in Kazakhstan,a key nation in the Belt and
RoadInitiative, EdUHKis creatingimpactfulopportunities
for academic exchange, joint research, and teacher
development, thereby contributing to the global
educationlandscape.

A pivotalmoment in this partnershipwasthe "HongKong
Meets Kazakhstan: A Humanities Cultural Crossroads
within the Belt & Road" eventhostedby EdUHK'sFaculty
of Humanities. This flagshipevent servedas a dynamic
platform for academicand cultural exchange,bringing
together approximately100 participants in Hong Kong,
Chinaand80 onlinefrom Kazakhstan. Theforum featured
keynotespeechesand discussionson diversetopicssuch
as multilingual education, literature, and media studies,
fostering a deeper mutual understandingand laying the
groundwork for future joint research and academic
partnerships.

Building on this foundation of mutual respect and
academic curiosity, EdUHK has entered a landmark
collaboration with Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical
University (Abai KazNPU) and the Kazakh National
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎTeacher Training University (KNWTTU) to
establish the EdUHK-Kazakh Academy of Education.
Inauguratedin February2025, the Academyrepresentsa
new era of educational cooperation. It will facilitate
academicexchangeand joint projects in crucial areas
including artificial intelligence in education, inclusive
education,educationalleadership,and assessment. This
initiative directly supports the enhancementof teacher
quality and educational standards, with Mr Sayasat
Nurbek,the Minister of Scienceand HigherEducationof
the Republicof Kazakhstan,describingthe Academyas
beneficialfor raisingacademicstandardsin both regions.
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Innovating Curriculum Design 
to Foster Scientific Literacy and Creativity 

Further demonstrating its leadership in curriculum
development, EdUHK's Department of Curriculum and
Instructionhaslauncheda pioneeringsciencecurriculumfor
senior primary students, titled 'From Arctic Exploration to
Marine Ecological Sustainable Development and Global
Citizenship' (ESDGC14). Spearheadedby Dr Margaret Ng
Cheuk-wing, this initiative is designedto prepareschoolsfor
the Education.ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎnew sciencecurriculum framework.
The ESDGC14 curriculum enriches the existing STEAM
framework by integrating diverse learning experiences,
including insights from Arctic expeditions,EnglishMedium
Instruction (EMI) science lessons, and cross-sector
mentorship programmes. It aims to cultivate scientific
literacy and a sense of global citizenship by connecting
classroomlearningto real-world ecologicalchallenges.

Bycreatingaccessible,engaging,andcomprehensivelearningframeworksin ScienceandSTEM,the Universityis
empoweringboth teachersand students,ensuringthe delivery of high-quality, equitable, and future-focused
education. A prime exampleof this commitment is the "SWEETIEblended STEMcurriculum," developedby Dr
PeterWanZhihongfrom the Departmentof CurriculumandInstruction. Showcasedat the LearningandTeaching
Expo2024, this engineeringdesign-driven curriculum systematicallynurtures student creativity by structuring
activitiesaroundthe four stagesof the IndustrialRevolution. TheSWEETIEmethodologyguidesstudentsthrough
a process of situational introduction, wondering, envisioning, exploration, thinking-back, innovation, and
extension. Alreadyimplementedin over60 schools,the programmehasbeenlaudedfor its systematicapproach
and its practical,blended learningmodel that significantlylowers the barrier for teachersto deliver effective
STEMeducation,requiringjust two hoursof training. Thecurriculum'ssuccesswasrecognisedby the Secretary
for Education,DrChoiYuk-lin, who praisedits potential for widespreadpromotion.
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Achieve gender 
equality and empower 
all women and girls

SDG 05

As an institution founded on the principles of equity and social
betterment, the EducationUniversityof HongKongstrivesto eliminate
all forms of discrimination and empower women and girls through
transformativeeducation,pioneeringresearch,and a supportive and
inclusivecampusenvironment.

The Universityoffers dedicatedundergraduatecoursesdesignedto promote understandingand awarenessof
genderequalityandsexualhealth. Thesecoursesaim to cultivatecritical thinking,challengegenderstereotypes,
andfoster respectfulattitudestowardsgenderandsexuality.

Thecourseson SexualHealthand HumanSexualityand Languageand Genderserveas essentialplatforms for
advancinggenderequality through education. TheSexualHealthand HumanSexualitycourseseeksto deepen
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩcomprehensionof human sexuality,sexualrights, and health, while dispellingcommon myths and
stereotypes. Employinginteractive lectures,casestudies,and discussions,studentsare encouragedto critically
examinesocialnormssurroundingsexualityandto developrespectfulcommunicationskills.

Similarly,the Languageand Gendercourseexploreshow languageboth reflectsand sustainsgenderidentities
and inequalities. Through critical discourseanalysis,group projects, and reflective writing, students gain
heightenedawarenessof how languagecaneither reinforcegenderstereotypesor promote inclusivity.

Advancing Gender Equality 
through Undergraduate Education 

Together,these coursesenhanceawarenessof
gender issues, nurture critical thinking, and
encourage respectful dialogue, thereby
contributing to a more inclusiveand equitable
society. To amplify their impact, integrating
experientiallearningopportunitiesand adopting
interdisciplinary approaches could further
deepen student engagementwith gender and
equality matters. Overall, these educational
initiatives play a vital role in shapinginformed,
respectful, and socially conscious individuals
prepared to challenge gender-based
discrimination and champion equality across
diversesettings.
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Dr. PramodSahof EnglishLanguageEducationat EdUHKand his team haveforegroundedimportant insightsin
the thematic issuetitled άConsideringEmotionsas Entanglementsin Applied Linguisticsέ. Thisspecialissue
offers a nuanced understanding of emotions in language education by conceptualising them as
άŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜƳŜƴǘǎέτcomplex, relational, and deeply socioculturally embedded phenomena. Moving beyond
traditional individualistic and psychodynamicframeworks, it highlights how emotions intersect with social
identities such as race and gender, power dynamics, ideologies,spatial-temporal contexts, and collective
practices.

Through diverse methodologiesand global perspectives,the contributions show how emotions influence
experiencesof belonging,agency,resistance,and inequalitywithin multilingualand educationalenvironments.
The issuecritiques earlier cognitive and dualistic paradigmsand promotes a social constructionistview that
regardsemotionsasactiveforcesshapingpowerrelationsandsocialnorms.

Central themes include emotional dimensionsof inclusion and exclusion,power and inequality, agencyand
solidarity,andthe transformativepotential of emotionsin creatinginclusive,culturallyresponsive,andequitable
language education. The entanglement framework provides valuable tools for analysingand challenging
oppressivestructures,advancingsocialjustice,and reimaginingeducationalspacesasarenasof resistanceand
transformation. Overall, this collection advocatesfor a critical and compassionateapproachthat recognises
emotionsasvital to understandingandreforminglanguageteachingandlearning.

Advancing Inclusive Language Education for Gender Equality 

EdUHKactivelychampionsgenderequality by empoweringfemale studentsto participate fully and equally in
sports,recognisingthe importanceof cultivatingan inclusiveenvironmentthat encouragesǿƻƳŜƴΩǎleadership
and active engagement. The Universityhas taken deliberate measuresto authorise female students to form,
lead, and managesports teams,ensuringthey enjoy the sameopportunities, resources,and support as their
malecounterparts.

Thiscommitmentfostersconfidence,teamworkand leadershipskills,and is reflectedin the outstandingsuccess
of our female athletes. The EdUHK²ƻƳŜƴΩǎRugbySevensteam has demonstrated remarkable skill and
determination,deliveringan impressiveperformanceat TheUniversitySportsFederationof HongKong(USFHK)
RugbySevensCompetition2024-2025. Similarly,the²ƻƳŜƴΩǎVolleyballteam achieveda significantmilestone,
finishingasrunners-up in the USFHKVolleyballCompetition.

Theseaccomplishmentsexemplifythe talent and competitivespirit of our studentsand reflect the¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ
steadfastcommitment to creatingequalopportunities. Bycelebratingand nurturing women'sparticipationand
leadership in sport, EdUHKcontributes meaningfully to broader societal progresstowards gender equality,
reinforcingthe vital role of athleticsin empoweringwomenandshapinginclusivecommunities.

Empowering Female Sports Team 
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Source:Sah, P. K., KC, M., & De Costa, P. I. (2025). Considering Emotions as Entanglements in Applied Linguistics. 
International Journal of Applied Linguistics, 35(3), 959ς964



TheUniversityhaspartneredwith TianjinUniversityof Sport (TJUS)to host the National GloryςExhibition on
the Spirit of the China²ƻƳŜƴΩǎVolleyballTeam. Thiscollaborationaimsto celebrateandpromotethe valuesof
perseverance,teamwork,andresilienceexemplifiedby the esteemedvolleyballteam.

Theexhibition,held from 17 Juneto 1 July2024on9Ř¦IYΩǎTaiPocampus,featuresartefactssuchasthe 1981,
2003and2019²ƻƳŜƴΩǎVolleyballWorld Cups,goldmedalsfrom the 1984LosAngeles,2004Athens,and2016
RioOlympicGames,aswell asmatch-worn kits andshoes,all providedandloanedby TJUS. Theexhibitionserves
as an educational platform, inspiring students, staff, and the wider community by showcasingthe ǘŜŀƳΩǎ
exceptionalachievementsandthe enduringspirit that fostersnationalpride.

In addition, the Tianjin²ƻƳŜƴΩǎVolleyballTeamτwinners of the national volleyball leaguechampionship16
timesandcontributorsof numerousplayersto the China²ƻƳŜƴΩǎVolleyballTeamτplayedan exhibitionmatch
againstthe HongKong²ƻƳŜƴΩǎVolleyballTeam,the EdUHKǿƻƳŜƴΩǎteam, and the championsof the Hong
KongSchoolsJingYingƎƛǊƭǎΩvolleyballtournament. Thematch attracted an enthusiasticresponse,with nearly
400EdUHKstudents,staff,alumni,andmembersof the publicattending.

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 

EdUHKis dedicatedto maintainingan equal opportunities campuswhere all membersof our communitycan
thrive, regardlessof gender. Ourpoliciesaredesignedto createa safe,respectful,andinclusiveenvironment. The
University has a zero-tolerance stance on discrimination and harassment,underpinned by a robust Equal
OpportunitiesPolicyandclearproceduresfor handlinganycomplaintswith strict confidentiality.

Fostering an Equal and Supportive Campus Culture 
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To support the diverse needs of our staff and students, we have
implemented family-friendly measures, including provisions for
maternity and paternity leave and lactation breaks, creating a
workplacethat is responsiveto the responsibilitiesof modern family
life.

By prominently displaying messagesthat celebrate diversity and
gender parity, alongsidetargeted media campaigns,EdUHKensures
that students,staff, andthe broadercommunityremainwell informed
and engaged with ongoing gender equality initiatives. This
multifaceted approach not only fosters a positive and respectful
campus atmosphere but also amplifies the ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎmessage
beyondits boundaries,encouragingwider societalunderstandingand
supportfor genderequity.
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Ensure availability and 
sustainable 
management of water 
and sanitation for all

SDG 06

Througha combinationof specialisededucation,responsiblecampus
management,anda commitmentto research,the EducationUniversity
of Hong Kong is nurturing a new generation of environmentally
consciousleadersandactivelycontributingto the sustainablefuture of
water for all.

The University actively equips students with the knowledge and skills to address pressing water and
environmentalchallenges. Two highlightedcoursesexemplifyour dedicationin this area. ThePollution Control
and Waste Managementcourse,offered by the Departmentof Scienceand EnvironmentalStudies,provides
studentswith a comprehensiveunderstandingof pollution sources,control strategies,and wastemanagement
techniques. It emphasisespracticalapproachesfor minimisingenvironmentalimpactsandpromotesresponsible
practicesalignedwith sustainabledevelopmentgoals. Thecoursecurriculumincludescasestudies,technological
innovations,and policy frameworksto preparestudentsto tackle real-world environmentalissues. Thiscourse
directly supports multiple SDGs,including SDG6, by focusingon the prevention and managementof water
pollution.

Fostering Water Sustainability 
Through Education

Furthermore, the Assessing
Environmental Impacts: Policies and
Approachesmodule offers an in-depth
exploration of methodologies for
evaluating the environmental
consequencesof various projects and
policies. It underscoresthe importance
of environmental impact assessments
(EIAs)as a critical tool for sustainable
decision-making. Students learn to
analyse potential environmental risks,
develop mitigation strategies, and
understand the policy frameworks that
govern environmental protection. This
equipsthem with the necessaryskillsto
contribute to the responsibleplanning
and execution of projects,
minimising their impact on water
resourcesandthe wider environment.
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Aspart of its commitment to globalsustainability,TheUniversityactivelysupportsand conductsresearchthat
addressescritical environmentalchallenges. A recent study by universityscholars,publishedin ForestEcology
andManagement,shedsnew light on the complexdynamicsof mangroveecosystems,whicharevital for carbon
storageandprotectingcoastlinesfrom storms.

Theresearch,titled "Machinelearning-basedmonitoring of mangroveecosystemdynamicsin the IndusDelta,"
employedadvancedremote sensingandmachinelearningtechniquesto analysechangesin mangrovecoverage
over 35 years,from 1988to 2023. Theinvestigationrevealeda significantexpansionof mangroveareaswithin
the delta, with an averageannual growth rate of nearly 19%. This growth is primarily attributed to natural
processes,such as tidal currents influencedby monsoonwavesthat help create suitable habitats, alongside
targetedrestorationefforts in certainareas.

However,the study also underscoresthe persistent threats these essentialecosystemsface, particularly from
rising sea levels and erosion causedby powerful storms. The findings emphasisethe critical importance of
understandingthe interplay between natural and human-led factors that shape these coastal forests. This
researchfrom EdUHKprovidesinvaluableinsightsthat support global strategiesto protect and restore these
crucial ecosystems, aligning with international conservation goals and the principles of sustainable
environmentalmanagement.

Advancing Coastal Sustainability 

The University is dedicated to upholding the highest standardsof water
quality and promoting responsibleconsumptionacrosscampus. In line with
this commitment, the University has participated in the Water Supplies
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎQuality Water SupplySchemefor Buildingssince 2020. This
involvementhighlightsour dedicationto implementingcomprehensivewater
safetyplansand maintainingour plumbingsystems,ensuringthe health and
well-beingof the entire Universitycommunity.

As a key part of our sustainablewater managementstrategy, we have
introduced innovativebehaviour-activatedshowerheadsin a joint-university
pilot programme at the Grantham and Robert Black student halls. These
smart showerheadsare equipped with integrated LEDlighting and water
usagemonitors that provide real-time visual feedback. The light changes
colour based on the volume of water used, which serves as a gentle
behaviouralnudgeto encourageconservationanddiscourageoveruse.

By integrating smart water-saving technologies into residential life, this
initiativeaimsto significantlyreducewater consumptionon

Promoting Water Stewardship 
Through Smart Technology and Best Practices 
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Source:Zhou, Y., Dai, Z., Liang, X., & Cheng, J. (2024). Machine learning-based monitoring of mangrove 
ecosystem dynamics in the Indus Delta. Forest Ecology and Management, 571, Article 122231

campus. It not only conservesa valuablenatural resourceand
minimisesour environmental impact but, more importantly,
promotes a lasting culture of sustainableliving for the next
generation.
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Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern 
energy for all

SDG 07

TheUniversityis committed to equippingstudentswith the scientificknowledgeand practicalskillsrequired to
addresscomplexenvironmental issues. A key component of this is the Minor in Sciencefor Environmental
Management, a programmethat championsinterdisciplinarylearning by integrating core scientific principles
with contemporarymanagementpractices. Thisprogrammedirectly supportsthe United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals by fostering an understanding of responsible resource use, renewable energy, and
environmentalstewardship.

Thecurriculumis designedto preparestudentsto contribute meaningfullyto sustainabilitythrough a blend of
hands-on laboratorywork, immersivefieldwork,and in-depth casestudiesof pressingenvironmentalchallenges.
Furthermore, it encourages interdisciplinary projects that bridge the gap between science and policy,
empoweringstudentsto developholisticandeffectivesolutions. Bynurturing this deep,practicalunderstanding
of environmentalscience,EdUHKis preparinga new generationof professionalsto leadandinnovatein the field
of sustainability.

Cultivating Environmental Leaders 
Through Interdisciplinary Science Education 

TheEducationUniversityof HongKongis dedicatedto ensuringaccess
to affordable, reliable, sustainable,and modern energy. Through a
multi-facetedstrategythat encompasseson-campusrenewableenergy
generation, comprehensiveenergy-saving measures, and impactful
research,the University is actively reducing its carbon footprint and
promotinga cultureof energyconservation.
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Pioneeringresearchfrom scholarsat EdUHKis providing critical insights into the drivers of urban carbon
emissions,offering a scientific foundation for creating more sustainablecities. A recent study examiningthe
period from 2011 to 2021 analysedthe spatial patterns and underlying causesof carbon emissionsfrom
residentialbuildingsin the majorcity of Fuzhou,China.

The researchreveals that residential carbon emissionsare highly concentrated in the city centre and its
surroundingdistricts, with emissionlevels graduallydecreasingtowards peripheral areas. This distinct radial
pattern highlightsthe significantimpact that urban density and the structure of developmenthaveon energy
consumptionandemissionlevels.

Using sophisticatedspatial analysiswith ArcGISand the STIRPATmodel to identify key drivers, the study
determinedthat economicanddemographicfactorsarecrucialin influencingemissions. Specifically,increasesin
GDPper capita,the rate of urbanisation, and the residentpopulationwere all associatedwith higheremissions.
The analysisquantified this relationship,finding that a 1% rise in GDPper capita led to a 0.66% increasein
residentialcarbonemissions,underscoringthe stronglink betweeneconomicgrowth andenvironmentalimpact
in the urbanresidentialsector.

This researchprovides an essentialevidencebase for policymakersto develop targeted strategiesaimed at
reducingemissionsand promoting energyefficiencyin residentialbuildings. By understandingboth the spatial
distribution andthe principaldriversof carbonemissions,decision-makerscanformulatemoreeffective,district-
specificreductiontargets. Theinsightsfrom this EdUHK-supportedstudyserveasa valuablereferencefor other
developingcitiesstrivingto balanceeconomicgrowth with sustainableurbandevelopment,therebycontributing
to regionallow-carboninitiativesandbroaderclimatechangemitigationefforts.

Driving Sustainable Urban Futures 
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Source:Li, X., Lin, C., Lin, M., & Jim, C. Y. (2024). Drivers and spatial patterns of carbon emissions 
from residential buildings: An empirical analysis of Fuzhou city (China). Building and Environment, 
257, Article 111534



In line with the¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎongoingcommitmentto sustainabilityand
carbon reduction, the EstatesOffice has installed over 150 electric
vehicle(EV)chargersin the campuscarpark. Thismajor infrastructure
enhancementencouragesthe campuscommunityto switchto electric
vehicles,which emit no tailpipe pollution. By providing convenient
and accessiblechargingfacilities,EdUHKaimsto support a transition
away from fossil fuel-reliant transportation, thereby contributing
directly to climate change mitigation efforts. This initiative is
consistentwith the ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎvision of fostering a greener,more
sustainablecampusand alignswith broader city-wide objectivesto
reduce urban air pollution and promote sustainable mobility
solutions.

Further demonstrating its dedication to carbon emission
reduction,EdUHKhasextendedthe applicationof renewableenergy
acrossthe campus. Theinstallationof photovoltaic (PV)panelson the
covered walkway was completed in 2022, a project successfully
approvedand supportedby CLPPowerHongKongLimitedunder the
RenewableEnergyFeed-in Tariff Scheme. Expansionof the PVpanels
along the coveredwalkway is currently underway,with completion
anticipated in 2025. Through these initiatives, EdUHKcontinues to
advanceits sustainabledevelopmentgoalsby integratingcleanenergy
solutionsinto campusinfrastructure.

Advancing Sustainable Mobility and Renewable Energy 

30



57

58

10

6

732 
participants

events

783
participants

FWCI:1.78

Promote sustained, 
inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and 
productive employment 
and decent work for all

SDG 08

The EducationUniversity of Hong Kong is dedicated to promoting
inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment, and decent work for all. This commitment is realised
through our dual role as a responsibleemployer that invests in its
peopleandasaneducationalleaderthat empowersstudentsfor future
success,while drivinginnovationto benefit the wider community.

Aspart of its commitmentto fosteringa globalunderstandingof sustainabledevelopment,TheUniversityoffers
academicprogrammesthat critically examinethe world's most significant economic transformations. A key
exampleis the course,"EconomicGrowth and SustainableLivelihood in China," which providesan in-depth
explorationof the country'seconomicevolutionand its profound implicationsfor sustainabledevelopmentand
employment.

The course examines the drivers of China's rapid growthτincluding industrialisation, urbanisation, and
technologicalinnovationτwhilst critically assessingthe need to ensure that such progressis equitable and
benefitsall segmentsof society. It placesa strongemphasison the necessityof inclusivepoliciesthat promote
decent work, fair wages,and safe working conditions, directly addressingcontemporarychallengessuch as
automationand the evolution of labour markets. Furthermore,the curriculumcriticallyanalysesChina'sefforts
to balance economic expansionwith environmental sustainability,exploring national investments in green
technologiesandrenewableenergy.

Through detailed case studies and practical examples,students investigatesuccessfulinitiatives that foster
sustainablelivelihoods in various regions,highlighting the crucial roles of education, innovation, and social
protectionsystems.

Cultivating Global Perspectives on 
Sustainable Economic Growth and Decent Work 
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A centralpart of our missionis to preparestudentsfor meaningfuland
productive careers. The Student Affairs Office provides extensive
careerdevelopmentservices,includingadvising,mentorshipschemes,
and internship programmes. Through the "Ed Job Plus" online
platform, studentsand recent graduateshaveaccessto thousandsof
employment opportunities from both the education and private
sectors. Thisdedicatedportal offers a one-stop shopfor job searching,
careerplanningresources,anddirectapplicationservices

Furthermore, the "Specific Student Empowerment Work Scheme
(Specific SEWS)" is designed to enhance students' whole-person
developmentby providing on-campus,high-level project-basedwork
opportunities. It directly promotes the principlesof decent work by
offering structured,experientiallearningthat goesbeyondtraditional
employment,empoweringstudentsto takeownershipof their work. A
unique feature of SEWSis that it allows students, not just staff, to
initiate projects,fosteringa senseof responsibility,initiative, and self-
directed learning. This approach helps students recognize their
capabilitiesandpreparesthem for future productiveemployment,thus
contributing to sustainableeconomicgrowth by developinga skilled
andproactiveworkforce.

Empowering Students for 
Productive Employment and Career Success
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Research from scholars at EdUHK is
providing crucial, evidence-basedguidance
for effective climate action and regional
sustainabledevelopment. A studypublished
in the Journal of Cleaner Production
investigatesthe key factors that influence
carbonemissionsin China'sFujianProvince,
offering a robust model for policy
development.

Theresearch,"Drivers,ScenarioPrediction,
and Policy Simulation of the Carbon
Emission System in Fujian Province
(China)," uses advanced modelling
techniquesto achievethree key objectives:
identifyingthe primarydriversof emissions,
predicting future emissionscenariosbased
on different socio-economicpathways,and
simulating the potential impact of various
policyinterventions.

The findings highlight the critical need for
targeted policy measuresthat are carefully
designedto reducecarbonemissionswhile
simultaneouslyconsideringthe necessityof
regional economic growth and
development. Thiswork providesinvaluable
insights for policymakers who face the
challenge of balancing environmental
sustainability with pressing economic
objectives. The study servesas a vital tool
to support China's ambitious goals of
achievingcarbonneutrality and fulfilling its
sustainabledevelopmentcommitments.

Informing Climate Policy 
Through Advanced Carbon Emission Modelling 
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Source:Li, X., Lin, C., Lin, M., & Jim, C. Y. (2024). Drivers, scenario prediction and policy simulation of the carbon 
emission system in Fujian Province (China). Journal of Cleaner Production, 434, Article 140375



EdUHKbelievesits staff are its greatestassetand is committed
to providing a supportive, fair, and enriching work
environment. The Universitychampionsinclusivity and equal
opportunities,with a zero-tolerancepolicyagainstany form of
discrimination or harassment. This is reinforced by a robust
EqualOpportunities Policy that ensuresfair treatment for all
employees.

To promote staff well-being and work-life balance, EdUHK
offers competitive compensation and a comprehensive
benefits package, including generous leave entitlements,
medicaland dental coverage,and housingbenefits for eligible
staff. Acknowledgingthat a fulfilling career is built on an
enriching life, the University provides a Staff Assistanceand
Wellness programme offering confidential support and
resources to help employees thrive personally and
professionally. Continuousprofessionalgrowth is a keypriority,
with numerous opportunities for upskilling, reskilling, and
careeradvancementthrough staff developmentsponsorships,
sabbatical leave, and a wide range of in-house training
workshops.

Commitment to Staff: Ensuring Decent Work and Well-being 

EdUHK actively contributes to the region's economic
vitality by translatingits academicand researchexpertise
into practical solutions with societal impact. A notable
example is the University's collaboration with the New
HomeAssociationto promote financialmanagementskills
amongchildren. Thispartnershipaimsto instil responsible
financialhabitsfrom a youngage,fosteringcruciallife skills
and supporting the broader goal of community
development.

To support the evolution of educational and cultural
technology,the University'sKnowledgeTransferSub-office
has launched the EdUHK Technology & Innovation
Community (ETIC). This vibrant, collaborative platform
builds a thriving ecosystemthat connectsacademiawith
industry leaders, fostering dynamic, cross-sector
knowledge exchange and co-creation. ETIC aims to
leveragecollectiveexpertiseto developpractical,forward-
thinking solutions to real-world challenges, driving
collaborative initiatives and ensuring a sustainableand
transformativeimpacton society.

Driving Economic Growth 
Through Knowledge Transfer and Innovation 
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The Education University of Hong Kong is committed to building
resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive and sustainable
industrialisation, andfosteringa vibrant culture of innovation. Asa hub
of educational excellence,we leverage our expertise to create a
sustainable campus, drive technological advancement through
pioneering research, and translate new knowledge into impactful
solutionsthat benefit industryandsociety.

The University'sprogrammesemphasisethe importance of fostering
technological literacy and sustainabledevelopment through targeted
initiatives. A key exampleis the "AI LiteracyProgrammefor Secondary
Students," offered by EdUHK'sCentre for Learning, Teaching and
Technology. Thisinitiative aimsto equip secondaryschoolstudentswith
the essential skills to understand and apply artificial intelligence in
various contexts, thereby promoting innovation and technological
advancement. Supportedby the Li Ka ShingFoundationand the UGC
ResearchMatchingGrantScheme,the programmeprovidesparticipants
with a robust understandingof AI concepts,from machinelearningto
ethical considerations. This is part of a broader commitment that
includesprogrammesfor teachersand parents to build AI awareness
acrossthe community.

Pioneering Education for 
Sustainable Industry and Technological Advancement 

In parallel, EdUHKis embeddingsustainabilityprinciples
into specialised fields. The academic programme in
SustainableTourism is being developed to ensure that
future industry professionals are equipped with the
knowledge to create resilient and sustainable
infrastructure. These initiatives demonstrate a strong
commitment to bridging education with industry needs,
fostering a culture of innovation, and supporting the
developmentof infrastructure that can adapt to evolving
societal and economic challenges. By
emphasising interdisciplinary learning and practical
applications,these programmescontribute to building a
knowledgeableworkforce capableof driving sustainable
industrialgrowth andtechnologicalprogress.
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Researchfrom scholarsat EdUHKis deliveringsignificantadvancementsin sustainabilityfor the construction
industry by tackling the critical challengeof carbon emissions. A study published in the journal Resources,
ConservationandRecyclingintroducesan innovativedigital platform designedto accuratelymonitor andreduce
the carbonfootprint of prefabricatedbuildings.

Theresearch,titled "IntegratedBIM-IoTplatform for carbonemissionassessmentand trackingin prefabricated
building materialization," presentsa scalablesystemthat combinesBuildingInformation Modelling (BIM)with
the Internet of Things(IoT). Thisintegratedplatform enablesthe precise,real-time assessmentand trackingof
carbonemissionsthroughoutthe entire productionandassemblyprocessof prefabricatedbuildings. ByusingIoT
sensorsfor automated data collection and BIM for detailed modelling, the system provides a clear and
comprehensivepictureof a building'scarbonimpact.

Theevaluationof the platform hasyielded impressiveresults,demonstratingthat it improvesthe accuracyof
real-time carbontrackingby approximately30% when comparedwith traditional methods. More significantly,
the systemfacilitatesoverallcarbonreductionsof between30%and50%, with a potential for reductionsof up to
60%.

Thispioneeringwork offersa practicalandeffectiveframeworkfor carboncontrol within the constructionsector.
It provides invaluableinsightsfor creating sustainablepoliciesand highlights the transformativepotential of
integratingdigitaltechnologiesto drivethe low-carbontransitionof the industry.

Advancing Sustainable Construction through Digital Innovation 

EdUHKactivelytranslatesits researchinto practicalapplications,viewingknowledgetransfer asa third pillar of
the University'sdevelopmentalongsideteachingand research. Since2018, our researchershavewon a total of
190 awardsat international invention competitions,and the Universityhassupportedthe filing or grantingof
morethan50patents.

TheKnowledgeTransferSub-office playsa crucialrole in this processby empoweringfaculty to addressindustry
and societal problems by transforming their research into market-ready solutions. The team provides
mentorship,training, and a co-workingspaceto connectresearchteamswith industrypartners. To cultivate an
entrepreneurialmindsetamongstudentsandalumni,the Universityhassupportedover 22 start-up teamssince
2018through initiativeslike the9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴяand SocialEntrepreneurs(EASE)FundScheme. Theseefforts bridge
the gap between academiaand industry, ensuringthat our innovationscontribute to sustainableeconomic
developmentandcreatea lastingpositiveimpacton the community.

Promoting Knowledge Transfer and Industry Collaboration 
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TheUniversityis activelydevelopinginnovativetechnologieswith
real-world impact. At the Silicon Valley International Invention
Festival(SVIIF)in 2025, our teams won nine awardsτincluding
two SpecialPrizesand four Gold Medals,reflecting our ongoing
commitment to delivering solutions that support sustainable
industrialandsocietaldevelopment.

At the 50th InternationalExhibitionof InventionsGeneva,EdUHK
securednine awards, including two International SpecialMerit
Awardsand multiple Gold and SilverMedals, for innovationsin
AI,biomaterials,andeducationaltechnology.

Central to these achievementsis our investment in research
facilitieslike the new UniversityResearchFacilityof DataScience
and Artificial Intelligence(UDSAI)and UniversityResearchFacility
of Human Behavioural Neuroscience(UHBN), which are to
promote interdisciplinaryresearch,such as amongthe fields of
artificial intelligence,biology and neuroscience,early childhood
education, curriculum and instruction, learning sciences,and
linguistics.

Driving Innovation for Sustainable Industry and Infrastructure 
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